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Porter: Tiger Tail

TIGER TAIL
by K ENNETH W. P ORTER

The career of Thlocklo Tustenuggee (Fish Warrior), better known by his nickname of Tiger Tail,
who was one of the most determinedly hostile of
the Seminole chiefs in the war of 1835-42, may be
of no great importance. It has, however, already
received sufficient attention to justify, it would
seem, the addition of new information. The standard account, found in Sprague, is that he died, perhaps of homesickness, shortly after his transportation from Florida. It has, however, been more recently asserted that Tiger Tail never left Florida,
but, substituting one of his. warriors, who had been
beaten into unrecognizability in a drunken brawl,
himself succeeded in slipping away into the Everglades. 1
There is no doubt that, as asserted in the article
presenting this theory, an Indian known as Tiger
Tail was living near Miami in the 1870’s. The
death of “Old Tiger Tail,” at the reputed age of
nearly ninety, was reported from Miami in September, 1881. 2 The insoluble question is whether or not
this Tiger Tail was identical with the Tallahassee
chief of the Seminole War. The age of the Seminole
War chief, reported as about fifty at the outbreak
(1835), roughly corresponds with the alleged age of
“Old Tiger Tail,” who was said to be about ninety
in 1881, but the ages of elderly Indians are so uncertain that this is a frail peg on which to hang even
a theory.
There is, however, a little additional evidence,
which suggests their identity, but also that Sprague
may have been correct in stating that Tiger Tail
was shipped west, though wrong in saying that he
1. Williams, Isabella M., “The Truth Regarding ‘Tiger Tail’,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, IV (Oct., 1925), 68-75.
2. Florida Historical Quarterly IV, 192-194.
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died there. “Sylvia Sunshine” agrees that the
Tiger Tail of the Seminole War was living in Florida
during her day, but asserts that, after being shipped
to the west, he escaped into Mexico where he lived
as an outlaw, and whence he eventually returned to
Florida. 3
This “escape to Mexico” and subsequent life in
its mountains “as an outlaw” suggests a distortion
of Wild Cat’s migration to Mexico with his company of Indians and Negroes and the alleged
plundering expeditions into Texas which ensued.
And there is no doubt that a Seminole named Tiger
Tail was one of Wild Cat’s companions. A Mexican
newspaper describes the visit of a band of Seminole
and Kickapoo Indians to the capital, under the
command of Wild Cat; “Cola de Tigre” is specifically mentioned. 4 After Wild Cat’s death in 1857
the Indians among his followers drifted back to the
United States until by the end of 1861 none were
left in Mexico. Among these returning wanderers
may have been old Tiger Tail, and it would have
been no impossible task, the Seminole Wars finally
over, for him to make his way back to his old
hunting-grounds.
3. “Sunshine, Sylvia,” Petals Plucked from Sunny Climes, Nashville, 1880, pp. 256-257.
4. El Siglo Die y Nueve, Apr. 30, 1852 (National Library,
Mexico, D.F.). "La semana entrante salen de San Luis para
esta capital unos indios de las tribus de Seminoles y Chikapus,
que tienen por gef a Gato del Monte . . . Parce que entre
los ilustres viajeros viene Cola de Tigre y Arranca Corazones.”
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